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Registered Charity Number 302159 (England and Wales)
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14 April 2016
To Whom it may Concern

Forthcoming Public Inquiry into the status of Stoke Lodge Parkland
Statement on behalf of 43rd Bristol Scout Group

| write in my capacity as Chairman of 43rd Bristol Scout Group and represent the views of our Section
Leaders and Trustees.

We are a charity volunteer organisation educating children to become good citizens. For over 50
years we have operated from our site off Kewstoke Road, Stoke Bishop BSS. We currently have over
65 local children registered who attend weekly Beaver, Cub or Scout meetings. The children vary in
age from 6 to 14. In addition we have a further 25 local adult volunteers, many of whom are parents
with children themselves and who attend the local primary and secondary schools nearby.

Stoke Lodge Playing Field is a short and safe 5 minute walk away from our Scout Hut without any need
for children to be transported in cars by parents. For many years the different Sections in our Group
have visited and used this beautiful and wide, safe open space for various outdoor activities for our
children including organised games, wildlife and exploration walks, amongst others.

By way of example, our Cub Section visits Stoke Lodge at least one a month and this tends to increase
in the spring and summer months.

The Group have always regarded Stoke Lodge as a free to use community space where we have
unlimited access rights.

Should this change in the future and we were not to have such free and unencumbered access we
would be deeply upset and be depriving the many hundreds of children that pass through our doors
the prospect of access to the only open, grassed area within easy walking reach of our Hut.

Bristol City Council have acknowledged to us that our Scout Group provides an extremely valuable
positive contribution to 'out of school' provision for the younger population of the local Stoke Bishop
community. This is especially so as the number of primary school spaces at Stoke Bishop and Elmlea
Primary Schools have dramatically increased over recent years without any additional provision of
community facilities.
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President of Cabot District Scouts — George Peszynski MBE JP KSS OCCPR - 132 Eastfield Road, Bristol BSS 4AL T: 0117 962 4109
Chairman — Charles Elderton LLB (Hons) - 79 Parrys Lane, Stoke Bishop, Bristol BS9 1AN T: 07768 543 026

Group Scout Leader — Andrew Judd - 19 Cranleigh Gardens, Stoke Bishop, Bristol BSS 1HD T: 0117 868 2592

Treasurer — Scott Whitby-Smith - 8 Pitch & Pay Park, Sneyd Park, Bristol BS9 1NJ T: 07790 342 806

Secretary — Hannah Milliner - 14 Wyedale Avenue, Bristol BS9 2QQ T: 07975 686 437
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We have a waiting list of over 70 local children and with plans to create a second Beaver Colony and
Scout Troop later in 2016 to accommodate the demand. However, to hear that there is a proposition
to potentially limit future access to Stoke Lodge for the children in our Group and, no doubt other
similar local Groups and organisations, seems both non-sensical and short-sighted.

The loss of such a free and open space would not only be a blow to the activities and experiences we
can offer our children but also another nail in the coffin of encouraging our children and further
generations to remain active and fit.

On behalf of our Scout Group | request that you duly take on board the true long term cost of limiting
free and unfettered access to Stoke Lodge for all.

Yours faithfully
Q/\'\u > C:‘KC’LQL )

Charles Elderton
Chairman, 43rd Bristol Scout Group
07768 543 026
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Map “B” of locality surrounding Stoke Lodge Parkiand
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