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IN THE MATTER OF 
AN APPLICATION TO REGISTER LAND 
AT STOKE LODGE PARKLAND BS9 1BN 
AS A TOWN OR VILLAGE GREEN 
UNDER SECTION 15(2) OF THE COMMONS ACT 2006 

BETWEEN:- 

THE APPLICANT – DAVID MAYER  
(ON BEHALF OF SAVE STOKE LODGE PARKLAND 

& THE COMMUNITY) 

AND 

THE OBJECTORS – BRISTOL CITY COUNCIL & OTHERS 

Statement by Ross Burnham 
On behalf of Shire Colts Junior Football Club 

Response by Save Stoke Lodge Parkland 
Dated 16th December 2013 

Mr Ross Burnham fails to introduce anything which is materially new. 
The issues he has raised have, therefore, already been fully 
considered by the Inspector in his Report dated 22nd May 2013 
confirming that Community use is “as of right” and recommending 
that the Site be registered as a Town or Village Green. 

We submit that use by Shire Colts Junior Football Club does not 
exceed the schedule of use set out in paragraph 14 of the 
Inspector‟s Report dated 22nd May 2013 Therefore no dispute exists 
on the issue of use and therefore the grounds for the findings within 
the Inspector‟s Report dated 22nd May 2013 are neither “wrong nor 
inadequate”. See Inspector‟s Directions dated 11th September 2013 
page 4 paragraph headed “Conclusion......” line two. 

Consequently we contend that a Public inquiry and/or hearing would 
serve no useful purpose and is therefore unnecessary. 
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In addition to our comments contained herein we refer to all our 
previous responses and our Application dated 4th March 2011. In 
particular the 54 Statements contained within our Application and the 
81 Statements contained within our Response dated 30th January 
2012. These, together with the survey of use contained in our 
Application at tab 19 describe clearly our use „as of right‟ as required 
in section 15 of the Commons Act 2006. 
 
We have included a new Statement from Mr Bryan McKenna as part 
of this response. Please see pages 6 & 7 of 10 below. This 
statement provides additional evidence to support the schedule of 
use included in paragraph 14 of the Inspector‟s Report dated 22nd 
May 2012, based upon Mr McKenna‟s personal experience of Shire 
Colts Junior Football Club use from his position as a team manager 
during the Application period.   
 
We have also provided below on pages 8, 9 and 10 a register of 
current use of the Site at the weekend with photographic evidence to 
show that current use still does not exceed the schedule of use 
contained in paragraph 14 of the Inspector‟s Report dated 22nd May 
2013. We accept that current use does not define previous use 
during the qualifying period. However, we submit that it is a 
reasonable indicator to previous use, particularly bearing in mind that 
the objectors continue to raise the assertion that demand is 
increasing. 
 
We therefore repeat our submission that a Public inquiry and/or 
hearing would serve no useful purpose and is therefore 
unnecessary. 

 
1 

 
Noted 

2 

 

Agreed 

<<193>>



Page 3 of 10 
 

3 

 

Agreed 

4 

 

We have responded in detail to the issue of use by Shire Colts in our 
response to the statement issued by Mr Simon Hinks contained in 
this bundle of documents. Please refer to our comments therein 
setting out why we consider that a public Inquiry is not required 
because use is shown not to exceed the schedule of use contained 
within paragraph 14 of the Inspector‟s Report and Recommendation 
dated 22nd May 2013. Therefore no dispute exists on the issue of use 
and therefore the grounds for the findings within the Inspector‟s 
Report dated 22nd May 2013 are neither “wrong nor inadequate”. See 
Inspector‟s Directions dated 11th September 2013 page 4 paragraph 
headed “Conclusion......” 
 
Please refer also to the statement from Mr Bryan McKenna dated 
26th November 2013 included on pages 6 & 7 of 10 below in support 
of our submission above by confirming use during his period as a 
team manager of Shire Colts and beyond, but importantly, during the 
qualifying period. This confirms once again that no dispute exists on 
the issue of use and therefore the grounds for the findings within the 
Inspector‟s Report dated 22nd May 2013 are neither “wrong nor 
inadequate”. See Inspector‟s Directions dated 11th September 2013 
page 4 paragraph headed “Conclusion......” 
 

5 

 

Agreed 
We also contend that the Community is one of the “organisation(s) 
happily co-existing.” 

6 

 

a. Registration as a Town or Village Green will not change use by 
Formal Sports users, indeed it will protect it for future generations 

b. The planned Children‟s Play Facilities are outside the Application 
site, do not reduce the number of pitches and offer a much 
needed recreational facility to the Community and the Formal 
Sports supporters families  

c.  Shire Colts are clearly part of the consultation process relating to 
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the TVG Application. Furthermore they were invited to and did 
attend workshops regarding the Play Facilities 

d. The Pavilion is excluded from the Application site and we have 
always been supportive of its refurbishment 

7 

 

We too support healthy exercise.  
We note the acceptance by Shire Colts that they share the Parkland 
with others i.e. the Community. 
We contend that Stoke Lodge Parkland has been used by the 
Community, as of right, for lawful sports and pastimes, for a period of 
over 20 years, co-existing in harmony with Formal Sports users on a 
shared basis, as per the Redcar case and therefore qualifies for 
registration as a Town or Village Green. 

8 

 

No comment 

9  In conclusion: - 
 

i. We confirm that we are pleased to accept the findings, conclusion 
and recommendation contained within the Inspector‟s Report 
dated 22nd May 2013 confirming that Community use is “as of 
right” and recommending “Registration” of Stoke Lodge Parkland 
as a Town or Village Green. 
 

ii. We note that the above Report contains a schedule of Formal 
Sport use at paragraph 14. 

 
iii. We are pleased to confirm that we accept that Formal Sport use 

was contained within the parameters set out in paragraph 14 and 
did not exceed paragraph 14 during the qualifying period of 20 
years. 

 
iv. This objector has shown in their evidence above that they too 

confirm that Formal Sports use is contained within, and does not 
exceed, the schedule of Formal Sports use contained in 
paragraph 14. 
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v. We submit therefore that there is no dispute on the level of 

Formal Sport used by the Inspector in considering his report and 
furthermore paragraph 14 is neither “wrong nor inadequate” as 
raised by the Inspector in his Directions dated 22nd September 
2013 on page 4 under the heading “Conclusion..............” at line 2. 

 
vi. We therefore contend that a public inquiry/hearing on this issue 

would serve no useful purpose, is therefore unnecessary and 
would be a waste of public money. 

 
vii. We therefore submit that the Inspector should provide his 

supplementary report on the basis of the written representations.  
 
 
 

Submitted by David Mayer 
 
On behalf of “Save Stoke Lodge Parkland” 
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Continued on next page...... 
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