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Witness Statement in Support of Town Green Application for Stoke Lodge Parkland

Full Name: Ben James McKenna

Current Address: 47 Druid Hill, Stoke Bishop, Bristol BS9 1EH

Occupation: Student

My family and | have been using Stoke Lodge playing fields for as long as | can remember.
During this time | have never been denied access. | have used the field for a range of
activities — including gatherings of friends and family, to enjoy some parties, and to
participate in competitions and various sporting events.

I have always walked to the field and mainly gained access to it by jumping over the low wall
at the top of Druid Hill.

I most value Stoke Lodge in that it can bring people together from a range of backgrounds.
Its setting allows people to do what they please with the freedom that every person is
entitled to. People are able to walk dogs on it, just simply walk on it, run on it, play football
on it, play rugby on it, the list is almost endless. To take away this facility from the general
public would be have an extremely detrimental effect on the area.

My fondest memories of the playing fields are of the 10 years | played football for
Shirehampton Colts Football Club, from the age of 6 to the age of 16. Nearly every week |
played my home football matches on the field. From the great feeling of success to the
bitter taste of failure, the field bore witness to all of these emotions on a weekly basis,
providing a platform on which great memories were made. It allowed a bunch of young boys
to grow, learn and mature together. The kind of key learning skills needed for any young
person to succeed in life originate in team activities and sports such as football. Friends and
family can become involved in supporting you and your team - so this field allows for not
only personal and quiet reflection but also for teams and communities to come together.

| am the eldest of three brothers in my family, brothers with whom | have extremely good
relationships. We were the most ardent users of the field; not only due to the same football
club we were involved in but also because every possible opportunity we were able to take
we would go and play until the lack of daylight would stop us. Without the field | am in no
doubt that the course of my life would have been substantially altered and | am also in no
doubt that | would not have become the same person that | am today. | am extremely
grateful for all the experiences | have had on Stoke Lodge, for the relationships | have
developed with my brothers, and friendships | have made with team mates and others.

| believe that the facts stated in the witness statement are true,

Signature: [L{C/é/,éw
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Map “B” of locality surrounding Stoke Lodge Parkland
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Ben McKenna Photos






