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Witness Statement in support of
Town Green Application for Stoke Lodge Parkland

Mr. James Bryant Ackland

8 Cheyne Road, Stoke Bishop, Bristol BS9 2DH
Retired Architect

Mrs. Valentine Anne Ackland

8 Cheyne Road, Stoke Bishop, Bristol BS9 2DH

Housewife

In 1958 we bought a plot and built our house at 8 Cheyne Road where we moved in 1960
with our two young sons.

In 1964 we had a daughter and bought a Cairn terrier. We have had a Cairn ever since .
We have always walked round the edge of the field being careful to clear any mess and
not go in when football, rugger, cricket and sports were being played.

Our children went to Cedar Park School and played cricket and rounders with friends in
the holidays and light evenings regularly, also climbing the large Chestnut which was in
the lower right hand corner, using ropes for swings and enjoying picnics. They were also
Cubs and Brownies, using the field sometimes.

Now I walk in the field early each morning where I meet many friends dog walking and
others running or just walking. Incidentally, my husband picked up the litter each
morning for years left by others.

Now our grandchildren play games in the field when visiting us.

We have never been denied access over the fifty-one years that we have used the field.
We used and still use the gap at the top of Cheyne Road for access, which was an old
broken stile years ago. We also used to walk across the field to Stoke Bishop and Stoke
Lane shops when younger.

I have also attended classes at the House and visit exhibitions regularly.

As elderly people, we value Stoke Lodge field because it is level and easily accessable,
unlike Coombe Dingle nearby which has steep steps and path access. It is also a safe

open space for walking to enjoy the social contacts, bird life and beautiful trees.

We believe that the facts stated in this witness statement are true.
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Map “B” of locality surrounding Stoke Lodge Parkland
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