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WITNESS STATEMENT IN SUPPORT OF TOWN GREEN APPLICATION
for STOKE LODGE PARKLAND.

Name: Andrew Nicholas Morrison Barnes
Address: 20 West Dene Stoke Bishop Bristol BS9 2BQ
Occupation: Retired (formerly Technical Manager with Unilever)

Use of Stoke Lodge Parkland and house:

I moved to 20 West Dene in May 1989 and have lived here continuously with
my wife and two children since then. Our children were 4 and 2 when we moved here
and we have all used the Parkland in various ways.

It was an added bonus to have such an amenity 30 metres from the house with
access at the end of West Dene which in our experience has never been closed.

In very rough chronological order we have used the parkland and house for the
following:

- Children learning to ride their bikes

- Birthday parties involving games

- Walking to the shops on Shirehampton Road / Druids Hill

- Our son played football with Shire Colts when it was their home ground

- At different times rugby, football, cricket and rounders practice took place
albeit with parents providing very amateur coaching.

- The children could arrange to meet their friends “on the field” for informal
games of football or simply to chat.

- Kite flying

- Itook up jogging and did many laps of the field while building up to
eventually do 10 Bristol Half Marathons

- The rest of the family have also used it for jogging and my wife still regularly
walks 3 — 4 circuits with neighbours.

- My wife and I have attended several Adult Education Courses over the years
at the Lodge.

- Taking advantage of the relative darkness of the site I have used it for a range
of observations to support the distance learning astronomy courses I have done

- The Sunday morning walk to get the Sunday paper is across the parkland.

- There have been occasional “street” events on the field including cricket and
rounders matches.

Having lost the two playing field areas adjacent to Stoke Lodge to housing it is
important to retain this open space and bring an end to the uncertainty that has
surrounded its future ever sine we have been here. The lack of clarity over who has
day to day responsibility for its maintenance also needs to be resolved so that issues
such as litter and the control of dog walkers can be addressed.

I believe that the facts stated in this witness statement are true.

Signature > /{%—/. .

Date 2/)/( (.
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OS Sitemap®
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Map “B” of locality surrounding Stoke Lodge Parkiand
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