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Witness Statement in support of
Town green Application for Stoke Lodge parkland

From : John L1 Hollyman
51 Druid Hill
Stoke Bishop
Bristol BS9 1EH
Occupation : Retired Lecturer

In support of the application to have Stoke Lodge designated as a Town Green, I
should like to make the following points.

Stoke Lodge has been our local park ever since we came to live at this address 36
years ago. It was part of the reason for choosing to live in this area, because we
wanted our young family to have an open space only 100 yards away to which
transport was not required. We used it for playing games, flying a kite, watching
cricket or football, picking blackberries, having picnics and in my personal case, for
twice weekly jogging.

The existence of signs which formally pointed out restrictions on the use of the fields
seemed a curious anomaly, since everyone that one came across when using Stoke
Lodge was there because it was their unquestioned right, one which they had enjoyed
for many years before I arrived here with my family, and which they exercised as
naturally as they did when going up to the Downs. No-one ever pointed out the formal
legal situation and certainly I used Stoke Lodge as a running area in exactly the same
way as I sometimes used the Downs, Coombe Dingle or Blaise Castle.

My wife has used Stoke Lodge House as a centre for evening classes in more recent
times, I use the fields as a pleasant and more direct route through to my daughter’s
house over in Bellbarn Road and I continue to spend time there picking blackberries
or watching sports.

Obviously we value Stoke Lodge as a recreation area, a space with beautiful trees that
has allowed us to escape streets, cars and concrete and which has provided more
formal opportunities for sports. The values that are summed up in such green spaces
are often ignored by the powers that be.

ubmit these views and facts as a true statement in support of the Application

6" February 2011
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Produced 29.11.2010 from the Ordnance Survey Natonal
Geographic Database anc incorporating surveyed revision
avaiiabie at this date. ® Crown Copyright 2010.
Repraduction in whole or part is prohitited without the Melres
prict permission of Ordnance Survey. o 20 4 6 2 10
S = . 4
Ordnance Survey. the O$ Symbot and OS Sitemap are I &N ¢S ?f@b *7 4
registered irademarks of Ordnance Survey, the national Scale 1:2500 === B e 5 To y‘ »” e
mapping agency of Great Britain
Supplied by: Latitude - Southampton
The representstion of a road, track or paih is no Seriel number. 05345100
Cenire coordinates: 355893.67 176643.37

evidence of a right of way

The representation of features as lines is no evicence Furiher information can be found on the
OS Sitemap Information leaflet or the

of a property boundary.
Ordnance Survey wek site:
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Map “B” of locality surrounding Stoke Lodge Parkland
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