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Witness Statement in support of Town Green Application for Stoke Lodge
Parkland

Graham William Wright 24, West Dene, Bristol BS9 2BQ
Occupation  Company Director

My family and | came to live in Briercliffe Road in 1984. My son was then 5 and we regularly used
the playing fields at weekends. These fields were where my son first learnt to ride his bike without
stabilisers. We have played ball games, flown kites, looked for “creatures” in the hedgerows and
collected damsons.

Now | use the playing fields to jog around and I still collect damsons. | have the pleasure of
overlooking these fields and | enjoy watching the birds, especially the owls, and the bats. It’s also
great to see the young people playing their various organised sports as they really seem to enjoy
them. It’s even more gratifying to see a handful of youngsters just enjoying the fields, making their
own games, kicking a ball, or just sitting under the trees chatting.

| have, in the past, played rounders and entered the various running events organized by Woodland
Grove residents.

Several years ago a few of us instigated a South Dene versus West Dene annual cricket match, which
is greatly enjoyed by many neighbours, a great event to bring the neighbours together, many of
whom had not even met each other before.

It would be a great pity if all these events were to cease. Each day | look at these fields and never
tire of doing so. The beauty of the trees, especially at sunset is a joy. | do hope the whole
community can continue to enjoy these fields for generations to come.

In all the years | have been using the fields | have never sought permission so to do, nor have | ever
been asked to leave.

| believe that the facts stated in this witness statement are true.

Graham Wright
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Map “B” of locality surrounding Stoke Lodge Parkland
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