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Witness Statement in support of
Town Green Application for Stoke Loge Parkiand

My name is Malcolm Davies and | live at:-

11 South Dene
Stoke Bishop
Bristol BS9 2BW

i am aged 67 and am currently empioyed in the advertising and marketing agency business
as a Marketing Services Co-ordinator.

iviy parents moved to Cedar Park in 1949 and | have lived, on and off, in Stoke Bishop for
most of my life.

| first visited Stoke Lodge house in the iate forties / early fifties when | was aged five or six.
My mother knew a lady who lived in the house and | was taken to play with her young
daughter. We caught some newts in a little pond in the garden.

Later on | joined the Westbury Harriers, an athletics club, and we used to train on Stoke
Lodge playing fields every Monday evening. (mid fifties)

In my teens, (late fifties) my friends and | would play cricket most summer evenings after
school. Occasionally a groundsman would come and speak to us but he seemed quite
happy for us to be there as long as we were behaving ourselves. (I think his name was Mr.
Clarke, but | can’t be sure)

A school friend and | attended maths evening classes in the house in 1959 to improve our
chances of passing our O Level exams.

My family and | have been living in South Dene since 1981 (30 years). I've taken our five
children to play on the field — playing football and cricket, flying kites, collecting conkers,
building snowmen, doing long jumps, attending church fetes and watching the bats catch
flies under the trees on a summers evening.

I and my family and indeed my childhood friends have always considered Stoke Lodge
Parkland as part of the Stoke Bishop environment. A place where both young and old can
enjoy the open air, freedom to walk and other physical activities. A short walk from home to
either the Shirehampton Road entrance or the West Dene entrance gave us the chance to
enjoy a delightful range of open-air leisure activities.

My family and friends have never been impeded from enjoying the Parkland and long may it
continue. | hope one day, if I'm presented with grandchildren, to be able to take them to play
there.

| believe that the facts stated in this witness statement are true.

Signature:

Date:
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Map “B” of locality surrounding Stoke Lodge Parkland
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