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Witness statement in support of Town Green Application for Stoke Lodge Parkland

Full name: John Richard Parsons
Current address 10, South Dene, Bristol. BS9 2BW (since 1980)
Occupation Retired Teacher

Our use of Stoke Lane Parkland during the time we have lived here:

We started using Stoke Lodge Parkland almost immediately after we moved into our new house in South
Dene at the end of 1980. As at the time we were both teaching it was wonderful to find, so close to the
house, such a quiet and peaceful place. A place where we could go for a gentle stroll and enjoy the beauty
of the trees, and the open vista, and relax after the stresses of the day. Mostly we did this in the summer
months when the evenings were longer but even in the winter months it was possible to use it at the
weekend.

As time passed (since 1985) we have had nieces and nephews visit and to stay. At those times the
parkland became the preferred venue for kicking a ball around; playing Rounders; French Cricket; tag;
playing hide and seek amongst the old buildings and throwing Frisbees. When there was a fine day and
there was a bit of a breeze we could fly kites and even attempt to get them airborne when there was barely
the gentlest of breezes.

Throughout our time here one great source of pleasure has been the view from the first floor of our house,
which at the back looks across the field towards Stoke Lodge itself. The cedars spreading their branches
and the spring and autumn colours have been a continuing delight. As an ex-cricketer (University of
Bristol Staff CC) who remembers playing, in the late 1960’s, on a pitch at the bottom of field, it has been
evocative to hear the sound of bat on ball. Over the last couple of years, since I stopped playing, taking
an afternoon stroll round the boundary of the pitch just behind our house has been a joy.

After we retired our usage of the field has changed somewhat. We have used it for exercise more
frequently than before. We have also used the facilities of the Stoke Lodge Centre to learn Spanish and I
to brush up my French. In addition I have benefited by attended classes on Tai Chi and Pruning. Again
the courses offered are not always available in other venues within an acceptable distance.

In the last few years the people living in South Dene and West Dene have used the ground to have a small
gathering involving playing games and having a picnic as a means of creating a communal spirit and to
get to know our neighbours. This has been very successful and there has always been a good turnout.

~ Because of the proximity of our house to the Parkland it has been simple for us to walk round to the
gateway at the end of West Dene and generally we have used that entrance. During the whole of the 30
years we have lived here we have never been refused entry by anyone for any reason. There has always
been open access for me and my wife and we have frequently used it to walk around the field for
relaxation and exercise as well as to walk to the shops in Shirehampton Road and, from time to time, to
the Mill House Public House.

For us, as we grow older, the most precious thing about the Stoke Lodge Parkland is the ability to have a
place, where we can go to walk, which is in easy reach and where we can get some exercise in such a
wonderful environment. There are other places, which are the equal of Stoke Lodge but not in easy
walking distance. If the use of Stoke Lodge Parkland and the Adult Learning Centre were to go then It
would be an unimaginable loss to this community.

I believe that the facts stated in this witness statement are true

Signature ) )

Date: ;L‘?')\/C' // 26//
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Map “B” of locality surrounding Stoke Lodge Parkland
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