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Witness statement in support of Town Green Application for Stoke Lodge Parkland
My name is: Alan William Preece
Address: 12 South Dene, Stoke Bishop, Bristol, BS9 2BW
My occupation is: part-time Clinical Scientist after retiring as professor of Medical Physics

We moved here with two small children in 1972 after living in the middle of countryside in
the Chew valley, seeking an urban environment with attributes of countryside and found that
living close to Stoke Lodge a joy and privilege. Access is easy via West Dene, Cheyne Road
or off Shirehampton Road and is our regular route to the shops and activities there.

From the beginning the Parkland was a place to wander with the children, to play ball games,
fly kites, watch groups enjoying all kinds of sports such as cricket, football, long-jumps, and
generally to exercise and chill out. It was also a place to play games in the woodland and
building ruins and to observe wild-life in the form of squirrels, foxes, bats and a huge variety
of birdlife.

At all times I felt it was a safe, observed environment for small children, and this applied
when they were older and wandered over there unsupervised with their friends to play, to
collect blackberries, mulberries and to seek birds’ nests of the many visitors to our garden. It
is also a place we have been able to exercise the dogs of neighbours when too ill to do this
themselves.

In the middle years I have been able to indulge in exercise myself — just walking, attempting
to teach cricket to American visitors, ski practice, photography, and wildlife observation.
Now it has come full circle and I have 5 grandchildren, ranging ages from 12 to 4, who love
to join me on the Parkland to do all the same things I did with their parents. There used to be
a groundsman that we talked to — never once has there been any objection to any activities I
or my children have undertaken.

There is nothing more pleasant than to hear the organised and casual sports groups practicing
on the weekend and to able to support the school fetes and other events that regularly happen.
Community is harmony and apart from the odd golf-ball or football crashing into my garden,
such use is a wonderful thing.

I have a first degree in biology and thoroughly appreciate the quality of this environment in
the middle of a suburban sprawl of houses. Surely this why it was chosen by the BBC as
location for a Springwatch programme? It is a natural reservoir of wildlife and a corridor for
foxes and badgers. I also treasure its relative security since I am happy to traverse it in the
dark and have been happy to let the older children use it in the late evenings. I also hope,
when I have more free time, to take advantage of the adult foreign language courses at Stoke
Lodge House.

I believe that facts stated i is-witness statement are true:
Signature: Q’Q s ' co -

Date: 03/02/20
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Map “B” of locality surrounding Stoke Lodge Parkland
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