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IN THE MATTER OF

AN APPLICATION TO REGISTER LAND AT

STOKE LODGE PARKLAND AS

A TOWN OR VILLAGE GREEN

UNDER SECTION 15 OF THE COMMONS ACT 2006

BETWEEN:
MR D MAYER - APPLICANT
AND

BRISTOL CITY COUNCIL & ORS - OBJECTORS

Statement of: - c#1sizpmerz SelEs ArDetsan/

(BLOCK CAPITALS)

My Name is: - &€ Asid izzfln’ﬁht/(ﬂ'm

My Address is: - 28 Ponid §Hke Fremue
22ensnn,.

Bs9 ) 2D -
My occupation is: - CoveurTING ENGIVEERL

I will say as follows: -
1. Please refer to my Questionnaire attached and dated: - ZZ. - Zdlé
2. Please refer also to my Statement attached and dated: - <. 4&- Z67¢€

| believe that the facts stated in these statements are true.
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Witness Statement
in support of
Town Green Application
for

Stoke Lodge Parkland

Statement of Christopher Charles Anderson

| am Christopher (Chris) Charles Anderson and | live at 28 Druid Stoke Avenue, Stoke
Bishop, Bristol BS9 1DD. | am a Consulting Engineer, specialising in Accident

Reconstruction and | carry out my business from the above address.

, along with my family, moved to the above address in July 2005, over 10 years ago.
| and my wife Elaine were already familiar with the area as we had met while we
were both students at Bristol University. | was fortunate enough to have been

resident in Wills Hall on Parrys Lane for almost 3 years between 1973 and 1976.

As a student, | was aware of ‘the playing fields’ at Stoke Lodge and | believe that

some students used it for informal games.

When we moved to Druid Stoke Avenue in 2005 it was immediately obvious that
people used Stoke Lodge Parkland for informal recreation, walking dogs, and for

more formal sporting activities. Every time | passed, on foot or in the car | would see

such use.

In about September 2006 we acquired a German Short Haired Pointer, as a 3 months
old puppy. Before doing so, mindful of the need for space to exercise such dog, | had
explored the local area to see where this might be possible. It was clear that many
people did take their dogs onto Stoke Lodge Parkland and | assumed that | would be

able to likewise.



10.

11,

<<312>>

| did at that time see one of the signs, either the one by the east corner (by the newer
gas plant) or the one behind the changing rooms, | cannot now remember which.
However, on reading the sign my understanding was that the activity proscribed was
any which caused or permitted nuisance or disturbance to others. | had no intention
of allowing my dog to be a nuisance to anybody. In all events, the sign was in the

name of Avon County council which had ceased to exist some years before.

Shortly after acquiring the dog | did take him onto Stoke Lodge Parkland, entering by
the way between the wall and the fence near to the mini roundabout at the junction

of Parrys Lane and Stoke Hill.

| walked the dog frequently on Stoke Lodge Parkland thereafter, sometimes just once
a day but often twice in one day. | guess that on average | would have walked that
way about 5 - 7 times a week. | became extremely familiar with Stoke Lodge Parkland
and | got to know many of the other dog walkers. | am ashamed to say that | knew
many of them by their dogs’ rather than their own names but | did meet some of my

neighbours for the first time while walking on Stoke Lodge Parkland.

This continued until the death of our dog in November 2014.

Whilst we have lived in Stoke Bishop | and my family have often walked on Stoke
Lodge Parkland for reasons other than walking the dog. We have taken guests and
visiting family for a walk, taking in Stoke Lodge Parkland. | have picked blackberries
there, | have collected fir cones and | have also collected rubbish from the playing
fields. Since the building of the children’s playground | have taken friends with
children there. The Parkland is a facility that has been and continues to be extremely
valuable to me and which | cherish. It is perfectly plain that it is seen as such by very

many other local people.

| have been on Stoke Lodge Parkland before sunrise and after sunset as well as at all

times of the day. | have entered by all the several entrances, by the mini
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roundabout, from Ebenezer Lane, through the Stoke Lodge entrance, and from
Cheyne Road. | have been there when there is nobody else about and when there
have been hundreds of people present playing sports. | have seen, and have
sometimes stopped to watch formal games of cricket, rugby, football and also

athletics. | have seen informal games of baseball, rounders, cricket and football.

| have often seen groups of children, sometimes with a parent, practising kicking a
football or rugby ball or practising cricket. On the lower area of the Parkland | have
seen individuals practising their golf. | have seen groups of teenagers and families
sitting and chatting. Many a time | have seen people of all ages just walking and
people making their way across the Parkland between Parrys Lane and Shirehampton

Road, or Cheyne Road.

Never once has anybody ever questioned my presence on Stoke Lodge Parkland,

| have never been approached by anybody to say that that | should not be on Stoke
Lodge Parkland or that | should leave. | have not ever heard of anybody else being
approached by anybody to say that they should not enter Stoke Lodge Parkland or
that they should leave. | am not aware of any action to restrict access. Paths and
ways onto Stoke Lodge Parkland, other than the gated entrance to the lodge, have to

my knowledge never been closed, blocked or obstructed.

| believe that the facts stated in this witness statement are true.

Signature: %‘, W

Date: 6‘(% Q‘V”t ZO)(
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Map “B” of locality surrounding Stoke Lodge Parkland
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