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IN THE MATTER OF

AN APPLICATION TO REGISTER LAND AT

STOKE LODGE PARKLAND AS

A TOWN OR VILLAGE GREEN

UNDER SECTION 15 OF THE COMMONS ACT 2006

BETWEEN:

MR D MAYER - APPLICANT
AND

BRISTOL CITY COUNCIL & ORS - OBJECTORS

Statement of: - JouN GOULAND RIS

(BLOCK CAPITALS)
My Name is: - JoHN  Gouepand RIS
My Address is: - Hd ChuReH RoAD
SToKE RS HOP
AR\ <TOL ksa 1QT
My occupation is: - BRA$TOL C1TYy ¢(ouNciLr9 &

| will say as follows: -
1. Please refer to my Questionnaire attached and dated: - y & 28 } % )‘ b
2. Please refer also to my Statement attached and dated: - 2 { 3 ) 1 b

| believe that the facts stated in these statements are true.
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Witness Statement in support of Town & Village Green Application
for Stoke L.odge Parkland

My name is John Goulandris.

I live at 44, Church Road, Stoke Bishop, Bristol BS9 1QT and have lived
at this address, since moving to Bristol from London in March 1987.

I was first elected as Bristol City Councillor for the ward of Stoke Bishop
in May 2002. I continue to represent the ward.

Following my re-location to Bristol in 1987, my wife and I spent many
happy times exploring our new home city. We both enjoy walking and we
were delighted to find walks from our home to various locations such as
the Downs and Stoke Lodge Parkland.

Although my wife and I don’t have any children of our own, we are
blessed with numerous nephews, nieces and godchildren, who together
with their parents, often visit us in Bristol. We regularly go out together
for exercise and one of our favourite destinations is Stoke Lodge
Parkland. We tend to follow a routine; we walk to the shops at the bottom
of Druid Hill, purchase drinks/ice creams and then walk up Druid Hill,
crossing Shirehampton Road into Stoke Lodge. We walk in the grounds
and play low key sport — kicking a football or improvised tennis,
throwing a frisbee - and generally explore the area, especially around the
main house (Stoke Lodge Adult Education Centre).

We nearly always come across many other family groups, passing the
time in a similar way. Many family groups are intergenerational 1.e.
grandparents, parents and children out together as a group. Other regular
users we frequently encounter are dog walkers.

At the time I first started using Stoke Lodge Parkland I don’t recall seeing
any Council signs. Probably too busy concentrating on looking after my
young charges! My impression was that the land was available to
residents to use as of right. Certainly, no one ever challenged our use of
the parkland or even asked us what we were doing. In my whole time of
walking in the grounds of Stoke Lodge - from 1987 to now — not once
has anyone spoken to me to advise me that I was on private property. I
have spoken to many local residents, who have likewise have openly used
the parkland for many years; who have also had the same experience i.e.
no-one from the Council has ever challenged them or even spoken to
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them to advise them that use of the site was restricted or required
permission to be used.

Older residents have told me that public use of the site became
commonplace in the late 1940s/early 1950s, which I believe coincides
with the purchase of Stoke Lodge by the Council. They do not recall any
attempts by the Council to discourage free and unfettered public use of
the site.

Stoke Lodge Parkland is viewed by local residents as a community asset
used as of right through custom and practice. They have been able to
access the site and enjoy its use at all times since the 1950s freely,
without secrecy and without the landowner’s permission. The site is
much used and much loved; whilst use increases on warm Summer days,
when it is absolutely packed full of families walking, exercising and
playing informal sport, the parkland is used throughout the year, every
day of the year from dawn to dusk.

I believe that the facts stated in this witness statement are true.
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mapping agency of Great Britain

The representaticn of a road, lrack o path i3 no
evidence of a right of way

The representation of featuras as lines is no evidence
of a property boundary.
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Map “B” of locality surrounding Stoke Lodge Parkland

N ) £

m ."vr 3
7%

r‘:‘\{‘\e@;\
LOWAE
e

S/

T

0 100 200 300 400 500

.

Meters





