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IN THE MATTER OF

AN APPLICATION TO REGISTER LAND AT

STOKE LODGE PARKLAND AS

A TOWN OR VILLAGE GREEN

UNDER SECTION 15 OF THE COMMONS ACT 2006

BETWEEN:

MR D MAYER - APPLICANT
AND

BRISTOL CITY COUNCIL & ORS - OBJECTORS

Statementof: - S L. O'Conndl

(BLOCK CAPITALS)

My Nameis: - < o ,~ D(CONMOK

My Address is: - 19 Rueens Cute
Stoke Bishop

Brrts | BSS |T
My occupation is: - Z
' E-e-h're 4‘/
| will say as follows: -
1. Please refer to my Questionnaire attached and dated: - 23 Marel 2 4/ ¢

2. Please refer also to my Statement attached and dated: - 28" Wm(\ 20lb

| believe that the facts stated in these statements are true.
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Witness statement in support of
Town Green Application for Stoke Lodge Parkland

Name: Colin O’Connor

Address: 19 Queens Gate
Stoke Bishop
Bristol
BS9 1TZ

Occupation: Retired

I moved to Stoke Bishop in 1998 and for several years | occasionally walked to the
parkland to stroll with family and friends. In 2003 | began using the parkland on a
regular basis at the weekends, walking with my partner and her dog. Since 2007 |
have used the parkland almost daily, again primarily for dog walking.

During this time | have accessed the parkland through the main entrance to Stoke
Lodge on Shirehampton Road, or via the small opening near to the mini-roundabout
at the junction with Parrys Lane. However, following recent improvements to the
main entrance | now mostly enter through the pedestrian gate leading to the new
children’s play area.

| estimate | have walked around the field more than two thousand times to date and
have never been approached by anyone questioning my right of access or use of
the parkland. Indeed | have met many other dog owners who appear to represent
the largest group of regular users.

Somewhat surprisingly | have seen very little evidence of organised sports activities
on weekdays apart from occasional summer evening cricket match. In contrast |
am aware that the playing fields are used at the weekends at certain times of the
year for junior football and rugby games.

In summary, the Stoke Lodge Parkland is the only remaining green area where the
people of Stoke Bishop can relax in an open space without having to drive to
Durdham Downs, where car parking has become difficult since the introduction of
nearby residents parking schemes.

Stoke Lodge Parkland covers a large area which, | believe, could not possibly be
utilised efficiently for exclusive use by a private entity, particularly one that is
located some distance away. Barring the general public from using the parkland
would, in my opinion, be a major infringement of the rights of Stoke Bishop
residents and surrounding communities, and to the people of Bristol as a whole.

Zp@t“w

—"—_\‘\
C M O’Connor
28 March 2016
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Map “B” of locality surrounding Stoke Lodge Parkland
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