Witness statement in support of Town Green Application for
Stoke Lodge Parkland

13 February 2011

From : Bryan John McKenna

47 Druid Hill
Stoke Bishop
Bristol BS9 IEH

Occupation : Chartered Accountant

I moved, with my wife and young family to the above address in June 1992 and made use of the
wonderful amenity that is Stoke Lodge almost right away, it being a matter of only 200 yards from our
house.

All of our family — comprising my wife, myself and 3 sons now aged 20, 19, and 16 — have been deeply
committed users of this local free green space for some 19 years now, for many differing purposes over
the entirety of all those years. During all of that time we were never denied access, in any way, to the
parkland.

Our numerous activities as a family, and also individually, during those important years as our family
developed and progressed, included the children playing, us all walking and picnicking, ad hoc football
and cricket games, and most importantly running and other fitness exercises to improve our general health
and well being.

The 3 boys were all, for many years, hugely enthusiastic members of Shire Colts Junior Football Club —
who made extensive use of the space at Stoke Lodge for regular training, and also playing of games, for
all age groups from Under 8’s to Under 16’s.

We always walk to the site, and gain access mostly from the small opening at the top of Druid Hill, and
also over the low (3 foot) wall close to that opening. Like many other users, we also use the variety of
alternative access points around the entire perimeter of the parkland.

Stoke Lodge is an intrinsically beautiful parkland, of a very reasonable size and critical mass that allows
it to be used by a variety of user groups at the same time, without anyone feeling that they are impacting
on the activities of others. It also has great views over the local area, given its situation close to the top of
a hill. It has a feel to it, as well as a basic use, that helps it provide for the mental, as well as physical, well
being of the many, many users of the parkland, from the very young to the very old.

It’s importance to the local, and wider, community in it’s current public use format cannot possibly be
emphasised enough — to lose it, or any part of it, would be unthinkable.

Signed : /f) 0 /Z/\/\
Date : H/L/ \
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The representation of & road, Lrack or path is no Barial number. 06345100

evidence of & right of way Cenite coordinates. 35589987 1785648 37
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