2™ February, 2011
WITNESS STATEMENT IN SUPPORT OF TOWN GREEN APPLICATION FOR

STOKE LODGE PARKLAND

Mrs Stacey Harris

2 Stoke Lodge Cottages,

a

Nest Dene, Stoke Bishop,

Bristol. BS9 2BH

Teaching Assistant At Stoke Bishop Primary School

I first moved to 2 Stoke Lodge Cottages 34yrs ago in October 1977 when | was 9 years old. My dad
took the job of Caretaker of Stoke Lodge and the cottage was part of his job package. My mum also
worked in Stoke Lodge a privilege which | fater had when | helped out in lessons throughout my
teenage years. | attended Stoke Bishop Primary School where | have since sent my children and
where | now work., We had a family dog that moved with us and whom we exercised in the field
from day one of moving in.

Although at the time there were grounds men {Kevin and Colin and later William) based in the

H

pavilion on the field in the day time there was no security or cover at night so my dad would a

security at night and on weekends. He saw off many unsavoury characters that were up 1o
mainly teenage drinkers climbing over the pavilion. A “tradition” that myseif and my husband now

find ourselves domng.

At that time there was the main entrance through Stoke Lodge to the field, an entrance to v

through at the bottom of the field ieading to Cheyne Road, various entries up Ehenezer Lane, a
proper gate entrance next to cur garden by the pavilion and a drive through entrance at the top of

the field which s still there. Although there was and still is a notice next to the gate entrance by the

navilion banning dog exercise in the 3dyrs | have been here people have aly

signs and walked their dogs and have NEVER be siected from the field not ever

Afrer loaving |

raking PE lessons on Stoke Lodge fieldd as O o of the fiold for their sports facil



Since having my own family we have used the field for our children’s exercise and | re and whilst
working at Stoke Bishop Primary School we have also used the field on numerous occasions hringing
the children over for various outings.

| can honestly say that except for holidays or illness not a day has passed that we haven't walked on
the field for one reason or another. This is partly due to the fact that my cottage is one of two which
are within the walls of the field and so the front of our home opens straight out onto the field with
an access gate straight onto the grass. Both bedrooms and living room look out straight onto the

tield and are directly in line with Stoke Lodge and its besutiful mature trees

When my father passed away myself and my husband immediately put in to buy 2 Stoke Lodge
Cottage as it was my home but it had also piayed such a big part in my life that we didn’t want to
loose it. We were lucky enough to purchase it in 1994,

As | started to get older | wanted to learn & different language and as we were taking holidays in
Greece alot | started 3 vears of Greek Lessons at Stoke Lodge as well as attending various one off
weekend courses which filtered out onto the gardens and field in the summer. | also attended
Photography lessons there and had one of my photos of the front of Stoke Lodge published in their
brochure in the 1980s.

Obviously living here for over 3 decades and my families involvement with Stoke Lodge, a wooden
bench is stili dedicated to my father's service in the foyer of the building to this day, any change or
prevention of our daily use of the field and its natural beauty would be heart wrenching and a very,

very sad loss.

The field has offered me and my? iy, past and present, leisure, space, natural beauty wildhife
security and a social life. | have seen many people come and go over 3 decades but have only seen a

hand full of trees fall in that same time_ | have seen the pavi

that time but it is stiil here, | have seen children play then come back with their chidrs
as the field has always remained an open free safe space for pe

families to time and time again

The thing t most value about Stoke Lodge is the large part it

does. After ali this time | can oper my window and stilt hear the foxes

ieve That "‘0 f%f:ts stated i this witness statement are true.

Signature: .. ”k \C‘.S\‘:\T‘\Q
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