Lodge Parkland

Gaynor Page

5, South Dene,
Stoke Bishop,
Bristol,

City of Bristol
BS9 2BW

Homemaker and Part-time Designer

As a family we moved to Stoke Bishop in August 1993. We chose this area
specifically for the calm, relaxed atmosphere amongst the trees and greenery
- a place in which to raise our young family. We first walked in the playing
fields within our first week of moving in. It was a godsend when we were
tripping over boxes with two under-fives. The following week our eldest
daughter started school at Stoke Bishop Primary School, and we walked
through the playing fields to get there, something we did almost every
school-day for the next 9 years. '

Once both my children were in school, a neighbour and I used to jog around
the Stoke Lodge Playing Fields several mornings per week - sorry I can't
recall for how long we did this.

Whilst at Stoke Bishop Primary School, my children occasionally attended the
After-school/Holiday Play-scheme, who used the playing fields for picnics and
activities and in which my children were involved — and thoroughly enjoyed.

I used to run a Brownie Unit (62" (Bristol) Brownies) and we sometimes
used the playing fields for our end of term picnics. Also, I regularly used it
for trying out and planning Pack-holiday activities for the Brownies.

In later years we have used the playing fields for neighbourhood get-
togethers; cricket/picnic days, children’s sledging days, rugby and football
kick-a-bouts.

Personally, we have walked off numerous Christmas dinners, picked
blackberries, watched athletics, found a new home for a stray hedgehog
(found in our garage!), walked my brother-in-law’s dog, trained for the Race
for Life, used the ‘pathway’ between the West Dene gate which is where we
enter the playing fields, and the Shirehampton Road gate, for access to a
friend’s house in Cedar Park and the Cheyne Road access to the shops at
Trym Parade and to the Doctors surgery in Sea Mills. We live just about 100
yards from the West Dene entrance. We have on an odd occasion used the
Parry’s Lane exit too, having scrambled over the stone wall to get out! The
Stoke Lodge Playing fields make getting fresh air and exercise accessible in
our busy daily lives.



We have used the field when the groundsmen have been busy at work and
not once, have any of us as a family or individually been stopped or
guestioned about why we were there.

Both daughters are away at University now and look forward to being able to
use the playing fields when they are home; one plays rugby and uses the
field to keep up her fitness levels and practise her ball skills. The other jogs
round the perimeter when she’s home and will be returning home this
summer (2011).

I believe that the facts stated in this witness statement are true.
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