Witness Statement in support of Town Green Application for Stoke
Lodge Parkland.

Name : Catherine Barmes
Address : 20, West Dene, Stoke Bishop, Bristol BS9 2BQ
Occupation : Retired teacher

Use of Stoke Lodge Parkland : T have lived at the above address since May
1989. When we moved to this house our children were aged 4 yrs and 2
yrs and we therefore used the field for many activities, some very
regularly but others were more special, eg our daughter’s birthday 1s in
July so most years, until she was a teenager, her party would involve some
use of the field for rounders, treasure hunts or sports days. Our son played
for Shire Colts so had regular training and matches on the fields, but most
weeks would meet a friend or two for informal practise — this lasted until
he was 11yrs. They also both leamt to ride bikes on the field.

Currently, I walk regularly 3 times a week around the field, doing 4
circuits — this 1s with friends and is for general fitness. We walk across the
field to the shops on Shirehampton Road to buy our paper and to the bus
stop. We walk across the field to access Stoke Lodge Adult Education
Centre, which we have used for various courses over many years. We
have had various ‘street parties’ on the field which have included cricket
and rounders matches between South Dene and West Dene. We have
enjoyed lead walks to learn about the specimen trees on Stoke Lodge field.
We have noticed a steady decline m the general tidmess of the field so
have tried to regularly, about fortnightly, pick up litter — this is largely
drink cans and plastic bottles but also a large amount of plastic bags left by
dog walkers. It 1s wonderful that such a lot, and such diverse groups, of
people use the field but it would be nice if rubbish bins could be placed at
the exits. Access to the field is open all day every day so many groups of
young people meet under the trees and they too leave litter.

All these activities have been enjoyed by us on Stoke Lodge field — access
from our road 1s through an opening in the wall, and has always been open.
We have never been challenged and have never felt we were trespassing,

I believe that the facts stated in this witness statement are true.
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