Witness statement in support of Town Green Application for Stoke L.odge Parkland

Full name: Jennifer Parsons

Current address 10, South Dene, Bristol. BS9 2BW (since 1980)
Occupation Retired Teacher

Our use of Stoke Lane Parkland during the time we have lived here:

One of the reasons that persuaded us to buy our house was that fact that it overlooked Stoke Lodge
Parkland — it is unusual to find such an unspoiled area of natural beauty within a city. When we first
arrived we were both working outside Bristol and it was a joy to us to be able to come home and go for a
walk around the field in the evening and at weekends — this helped us to relax.

Initially this was our main use of the Parkland but over the years our use changed and became greater.
Whilst still using it on a regular basis for relaxed walking, I have many times watched my husband and
his team playing cricket as well as our neighbour’s son playing football. In addition to this we look after
my sister’s children during the school holidays and regularly go over to the parkland to play rounders,
tag, hide and seek and football as well as having picnics, going blackberry picking and bird watching.

In retirement we used the parkland as part of our keep fit routine by going jogging around the field
regularly. We have also used Stoke Lodge House on a regular basis over many years by attending various
adult education classes and also doing a Tai Chi course there.

Stoke Lodge House and Parkland form an intrinsic part of the life of this community which it would be
catastrophic to lose. In recent years it is has been the meeting place for an afternoon of family fun and
games with competitions organised between South Dene and West Dene residents (Sept 2005?) as well as
for a Sunday afternoon picnic in support of the Parkland (Sept 2010) The fact that both of these events
were very well supported bears witness to the concern of the residents about the future of the Parkland.

As I stated initially the natural beauty of the area with its trees which provide a haven for wild life -
something we really appreciate - make it unique in Bristol and we do not want to lose the right of free
access to it. From our house it is an easy walk to the gateway at the end of West Dene which we use.
Never in the 30 years since we have lived here have we been denied access and we hope that this would
continue in the future through the granting of town green status.

I believe that the facts stated in this witness statement are true
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