Name: Sheila Margaret Preece
Current address: 12 South Dene, Stoke Bishop, Bristol. BS9 2BW
Occupation: Retired teacher/ sub-editor of science journal

We moved to this house at Easter 1972 because we were particularly drawn to the
beautiful field behind us which was such an oasis only three miles from the city centre.
The fact that it was used for school sports and Junior Schools’ summer fétes was an
added bonus that was keeping the fields in good shape.

At first, when our children were very young we regularly walked and played there, and
later of course they were old enough to go there on their own or with friends. We have
always particularly admired the trees and our son used to collect acorns and walnuts and
even grow seedlings from them, the evidence of which is a tall oak tree at the bottom of
our garden!

The second generation is now Junior school age and we all still go into the field and kick
a ball around, fly kites, and walk and run about. On summer evenings we watch the bats
swooping around and in late summer we pick blackberries and mulberries..

As the West Dene entrance is so close we have always combined a walk in Stoke Lodge
with going across to the shops or occasionally for meetings at Stoke Lodge House. It is a
beautiful place for birdwatching and so easy for us to get to on foot. There is no other
comparable green space in the area where informal free sporting activity, walking and
play can take place.

The community at large have held informal events there in recent years — a Fun Day, a
big picnic and a tour by a tree expert who pointed out several trees unique to the south-
west of England, some of which were brought back from the Himalayas by a local
Victorian plant hunter. Many clubs use the fields for football, rugby and cricket but,
particularly in the summer, numerous people practise golf and athletics, go jogging or
play informal football and cricket. At various times the Scouts and Brownies use the field
on fine evenings.

We have never been denied access to Stoke Lodge Parkland even when there was a
resident groundsman.

I believe that the facts stated in this witness statement are true.

Signature o ) .
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