itn tatement in s of Town Green Application for Stoke Lodge Parkland
Michael Shinner
65 Coombe Lane, Stoke Bishop, Bristol BS9 2BG
Electrical Engineering Consultant

In 1972 my wife and | moved into 1 Cote Park, Stoke Bishop, Bristol BS9 2AE. We regularly
walked the family dog on Stoke Lodge both at weekends and during the evening. When our
first child was born we developed a habit walking over Stoke Lodge to my parents-in-law in
Sneyd Park with our daughter in her pram.

In 1976 we moved to 65 Coombe Lane (see above) and as our family grew in number and
age, Stoke Lodge was the natural venue for family walks, kick-abouts with both footballs
and rugby balls, family cricket, attempts at kite flying, test flights of model gliders, early bike
riding and other fresh air activities. During the summer months the Shinner family would be
found on Stoke Lodge most weekends and often during evenings during the week. Winter
visits were less frequent and not always “voluntary” but continued nevertheless.

As the children grew up, they would often meet their friends “up the Lodge” on summer
evenings during their early teenage years.

In more recent years | have used Stoke Lodge during a number of attempts to get fit by
jogging around the perimeter.

We now walk our dog regularly, often meeting friends and nieces and nephews with their
children and dogs.

The attraction of Stoke Lodge is the age and stature of the beautiful trees which mean that
one can feel that one is the country within an increasingly developed urban area and its
proximity to our home so that we are able to walk there. It was an opportunity to introduce
our children to the changing of the seasons with the wide range of tree types and the
flowers and berries of the hedgerows. The loss of other nearby playing fields has made
Stoke Lodge even more valuable to the residents of this area

| believe that the facts stated in this witness statement are true
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Map “B” of locality surrounding Stoke Lodge Parkland
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