Witness Statement in support of
Town Green Application for Stoke Lodge Parkland

Mr Thomas Henry Cockcroft Alpass
5 Cheyne Road, Stoke Bishop, Bristol BS9 2DH
Retired architect

| was born in 1947 and brought up in Coombe Lane, living there until leaving home after
university. From an early age | was aware of Stoke Lodge, my first school being in a
house in West Dene. | attended university from 1965, returning home in vacations, and
living in Coombe Lane until 1972.

As a boy | remember walking along a rough path between the Eastern part of Bell Barn
Road which joins Coombe Lane and the Western part which joins Shirehampton Road,
before the highway and houses in the middle part were built. In winter my brother and |
sometimes sledged down the sloping ground now partly occupied by the middle section
of Bell Barn Road.

A school friend lived in Coombe Bridge Avenue and another in Cheyne Road. We used
to walk and play in the Dingle and in the grounds of Stoke Lodge which we approached
from Ebeneezer Lane through gaps in the shrubs and trees bordering the Lane and
through the stile at the top of Cheyne Road. This would have been from 1957 until 1972.
| was never denied access. When cricket or soccer matches were proceeding we kept off
the pitches. My family kept dogs, which we took for walks including onto Stoke Lodge.

In 1980 my wife and | returned to Bristol with our daughter, living in Henbury until 1999,
when we moved to Cheyne Road. Since then my wife and | have frequently walked in
and across Stoke Lodge. We have picked blackberries from the surrounding hedges.
When my daughter and son visit us, we often walk in Stoke Lodge as a family. My
daughter and son-in-law sometimes run in Stoke Lodge.

| am aware of many people who enjoy the calm open space of Stoke Lodge for walking,
running, exercising dogs and casual socialising. It's size has always enabled it to
accommodate informal leisure activities including the above, flying kites and picnicking
as well as sports training and practice, formal sports matches and school sports days.

| have never been asked to leave Stoke Lodge or barred from entering it.

| believe that the facts stated in this witness statement are true,

Signature:

Date:
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