Witness Statement in Support of Town Green Application for Stoke Lodge Parkland

Dr Sheila Barbara Carter
14 Cheyne Road, Stoke Bishop, Bristol, BS9 2DH

Retired University Lecturer

I have lived in Cheyne Road for over 50 years. I moved here in 1958 and have lived
here ever since. In all this time there was access from the top of Cheyne Road to the
grounds of Stoke Lodge and, although I did not myself use the grounds very much at
first, I was aware of people using them for all sorts of recreation. I knew that my
neighbours walked their dogs there and I saw young people going up the road with

sports gear.

Since I retired I have had more time for exercise and I find the field a very pleasant
place to take a walk. I also use it as a route to West Dene and to Stoke Lodge itself.
When I am there I see other people walking, very often with dogs, and sometimes
people running. There are also children enjoying themselves, having picnics and

playing informal ball games. Formal cricket and soccer matches also take place.

I get the impression that local people value this beautiful open space very highly and
treat it with respect. Dog-walkers clear up, people avoid the pitches when games are in
progress and some people go out of their way to pick up any litter. People regard it as

a valuable local amenity to which they have free access.

I have always been able to enter the grounds and no one has ever asked me to leave.

Shela B, Casilir
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